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and beauty. But whether you see the inferior dancer or
whether you see the stars you will have been struck by the
beauty, the curious haunting beauty and grace, of at any
rate the principals if not of their seconds.

Dancing girls have been the bane of princes since princes
and girls existed, long ere Salome danced before Herod.
Who and what are these women who flash across the pages
of history and serve so prominent a part in the underworld
of India? The story is as strange and inhuman as any in
the history of the world. Whence do they come, in their
silk attire and their jewels, for all who choose to hire and
possess. And the answer is the foam and the froth of the sea
and no more.

Headpiece and ear-rings and anklets of gold,

Heartless one, why do you glitter?

It is all part of the curious racial development of the Aryan
and of the position of the honourable women. Whereas in
Europe dancing is a profession which any woman may adopt,
in the East it lies so low that none may do them reverence.
The dancer and the courtesan come of the outcaste races,
the conquered and ejected inhabitants of India whom
thousands of years ago the Aryans drove from their heritage
and have kept in social servitude ever since. Women are
born and brought up to these trades or sometimes sold into
them by parents with surplus daughters.

For many reasons, principally good, women are born and
brought up to the honourable condition of marriage, and
there are no unmarried women. There are no reputable
women who dance and act, and there are no women in
any profession. The dancer and the courtesan come from
the outcaste tribes. These walks of life usually proceed in
matriarchal descent devoted to the trade from infancy. A
dancer brought up to dance and to charm from childhood
and descended from a line of ancestresses of the same cult
may possess very remarkable skill and lissomness, and will
often have the predatory instinct very highly developed.

In an Eastern city, if some with inner knowledge can take